
The Shoe on the Roof 

A Reader’s Guide 
 

 

Questions for Book Clubs 

 

1. Sister Frances tells Thomas that “Science can only take us so far. There will always 

be something just out of reach. Something elusive. We might as well call it God.” What 

does The Shoe on the Roof ultimately say about the tension between science and faith?   

 

2. After Thomas and Amy break up, Thomas complains that love serves no evolutionary 

purpose, but merely produces “temporary madness, when all is said and done.” How 

are the ideas of love and madness intertwined in The Shoe on the Roof? 

 

3. How does Thomas’s childhood as “the Boy in the Box” shape him? Does it change 

how he relates to others? 

 

4. What role does Sister Francis play in Thomas’s life? What influence, if any, does she 

have on Thomas?  

 

5. Religion plays an important role throughout the novel. How does religion shape the 

lives of each of the characters? Is it for better or for worse?  

 

6. Not wanting to live under the shadow of his father, Thomas adopts his mother’s 

surname, and in doing so, alters his identity. How does the importance of names affect 

Thomas and other characters throughout the novel?   

 

7. Thomas is simultaneously drawn to and infuriated by Eli, Sebastian, and the 

Magician. Discuss why there is a push and pull between Thomas and his test subjects. 

 



8. Thomas believes that “injustice, like longing, gravity, taxes, or air, will always be part 

of our world, not an anomaly.” What do you make of Thomas’s view on life, considering 

everything he has gone through? 

 

9. Thomas receives anonymous postcards, always with “Remember Me?” written on the 

back. Eventually, the message becomes, “Remember Me.” How does this shift in 

punctuation alter the meaning of the message for Thomas? Why did it take him so long 

to realize the difference?  

 

10. According to Bernie, we are born with three emotions: fear, love, and rage. Discuss 

the significance of these three emotions in Thomas’s subjects: Eli, Sebastian, and the 

Magician.  

 

11. Does Thomas’s experiment fail? Do you think that Eli, Sebastian, and the Magician 

can all be God? Why or why not? 

 

12. Discuss the significance of the title The Shoe on the Roof.  

 

Enhance Your Book Club 

 

1. Now that you’ve finished the book, reread the parable of the shoe on the roof from 

the beginning. How does this story relate to the themes of The Shoe on the Roof?   

 

2. The novel addresses addiction and homelessness, two issues that are prevalent in 

many urban areas. After reading about the lives of these characters, has your opinion of 

addiction and/or homelessness changed?  

 

3. In his author’s note, Will Ferguson writes about the setting of the novel, explaining 

that the novel was originally to be set in Montreal. Do you think this story could have 

taken place in your city? Why or why not?  


